EW-LOEW-LOOK
ANGERANGER

ILDTR/ILDTRAK

Read Today's Paper \ Tributes 8:20pm Sunday, September 6th, 2026

-
ZBulletin
Bundall Today 17°/32°) Coast

]

e e

We're forW/

My News & Today's Paper Gold Coast World Sport Business Opinion | Education Health Lifestyle Entertainment

Business > Townsville

Charity launches gruelling Castle Hill climb as
veterans are ‘left behind’

Pauline Hanson helps Wounded Heroes launch a gruelling 24-hour Castle Hill fundraising challenge to raise emergency funds for
Townsville veterans facing homelessness and financial hardship.
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Martin Shaw, President Wounded Heroes Australia, Senator Pauline Hanson, Leader of One Nation, Kim
Shaw, Philanthropy Manager at Wounded Heroes and Lieutenant General Greg Bilton AO CSC (Retd), at the
official launch of Wounded Heroes Australia 24-Hour Challenge for FNQ veterans and Defence families.
Picture: Shae Beplate.
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Veteran support charity Wounded Heroes has launched an
ambitious 24-hour fundraising challenge where participants
will walk up and down Castle Hill.

The event aims to raise emergency funds for defence
veterans struggling with homelessness and financial
hardship.

Mayor Nick Dametto said the local hub provided a
welcoming environment where struggling service members
could slowly build the trust to seek help.

“Some of these veterans will come in just looking for a quiet,
safe space. They’ll sit by themselves ... enjoying a cup of
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coffee ... [before] actually saying, ‘Hey, I need a bed. I need
emotional help, I need a hand,” and this is the place they can
get it,” Mr Dametto said.

Senator Pauline Hanson, Leader of One Nation and Townsville Mayor Nick Dametto
at the official launch of Wounded Heroes Australia 24-Hour Challenge for FNQ
veterans and Defence families. Picture: Shae Beplate.

The Townsville 24-Hour Challenge is a gruelling fundraiser
where teams of six take turns walking or running up and
down Castle Hill for twenty-four hours.

Participants secure sponsorships to fund critical emergency
housing and support for local veterans. On the day, walkers
receive food from local business stalls while earning extra
charity donations with every chin-up completed at the
summit

Wounded Heroes president Martin Shaw said the community
hub is dedicated to stepping up where systems fall short.

“So we’re trying to make sure that we’re making a difference
to veterans’ lives,” Mr Shaw said.

Veterans First Consulting co-founder Kevin Chapman
released findings from the first Veteran Wellness Index
report during the launch.

“We found that 51 per cent of veterans under 50 had
avoided actually seeking mental health support because they
found it was too difficult to navigate the wait times,” Mr
Chapman said.

One Nation leader Pauline Hanson praised the grassroots
charity during an address to supporters at the venue.

“I really like the name of it, Wounded Heroes,” Senator
Hanson said.

“Every man or woman that signs up for our defence is a hero
in my eyes.”

Martin Shaw, President Wounded Heroes Australia, Senator Pauline Hanson,



Leader of One Nation, Kim Shaw, Philanthropy Manager at Wounded Heroes and
Lieutenant General Greg Bilton AO CSC (Retd), at the official launch of Wounded
Heroes Australia 24-Hour Challenge for FNQ veterans and Defence families.
Picture: Shae Beplate.

Senator Hanson declined to join the Castle Hill climb.

“Albanese and Angus Taylor ... (would) dearly love to see
me going and missing (in) action,” Senator Hanson said.

The Queensland senator said federal authorities rely heavily
on volunteer groups to care for former service personnel.

“They’re allowing (charities) to pick up the pieces because
they don’t want to spend the money,” Senator Hanson said.

“They’re forcing organisations like this and the general
public to pick up where they’re not prepared to do the job.”

Veterans First Consulting co-founder Kevin Chapman said
the Castle Hill climb is essential for keeping frontline crisis
support alive in the region.

“Every sponsor, donor, supporter is helping keep those
services operating,” Mr Chapman said
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Unfortunately although | will never vote for the PH Party | must say that never
have veterans received a fair go and never been looked after properly. My
dad even after his years of war service was only allowed a small time in a

private hospital following a stroke to be t

aken and die in a run down public

hospital. To have the support of a private psychiatrist they must upfront

$325/visit with not a great deal returned
them and their families. Because of this
cumuppance if ever we are attacked.
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via Medicare. My heart aches for
maybe Australia will get its
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‘Scumbag tax’: Council
cracks down on illegal
dumpers

Townsville ratepayers have spent
years footing the clean-up bill for
illegal dumpers - now a state-
funded crackdown promises to
make offenders pay instead.
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Four fire crews battle
Charters Towers shop
blaze

Firefighters have battled an early-
morning blaze on Gill St in
Charters Towers that caused a
partial structural collapse, with
adjacent buildings saved from the
flames.

Read More )

North America Social Breaking News

‘We want to hear ‘Deeply Labor’s tobacco
the truth’: Slain  sceptical’: taxes ‘funding
Aussies’ parents  Coalition signals  organised crime’:
to face accused social media Taylor

killers in Mexican crackdown fight O

court O

Good Evening Naomi
Recommended based on what you've

Tasmania NSW

MP slams all- A bombed
male board for
‘1950s attitudes’

reunite:
O S

vehicle; the crew
who survived it

read

NRL

Munster rejects
Storm offer, eyes
Broncos
bombshell



RECOMMENDED TO FOLLOW ©

[+Gold Coast ‘ ‘+Police Courts Gold Coast l l+Council ] [+League I

\+Opinion ‘ |+Future Gold Coast I

SPONSORED M

Hidden signs of ageing to watch for

Trending now

News

‘Pokie armada’:
Inside the rise and
fall of popular
country club

NRL

Departing NRL
star’s partner takes
brutal social media
swipe at club

Property

‘Saddened’:
Publican sells Gold
Coast pub for
$25m

NRL

‘I need to marry
this girl’: How
Mitchell Pearce
quit drinking and
found his soulmate

Gold Coast

New $50m plan to
ease Robina’s
‘unacceptable’
gridlock

n

! WHERE

[
A

Read More

National

‘Snarl’
Stefanovic:
Karl’s dog
muzzled after
attack

Stellar

Ex-AFL star to
players: ‘You
are role
models’

Commercial Real Estate

Jetstar set for
$300m Melb
take off

Opinion

Irwin wouldn’t
survive today’s
woke cancel
culture

Commercial Real Estate

Aus fashion
obsession
breaks major
malls

WINDS MEET

2 Sufay!

TS
e

Advertisement



Membership About Us Contact Us Our News Network Our Partners Our Apps

Download on the

. @& App Stor

Subscription packages About us Help & support Herald Sun Buy Search Sell Classifieds ‘ ’

Group/Corporate Meet the team Story Tips The Daily Telegraph Foxsports

Subscript . . .
ubscriptions Job Opportunities FAQs The Courier Mail Foxtel

Gold Coast Bulletin app

X X X GETITON
Code of conduct Standards of practice The Advertiser Hipages ‘

® Google Play

Today's Paper
y F Subscription FAQs Letter to the Editor news.com.au Kayo

NaugEiEe Subscription Terms Licensing & Reprints The Australian My Tributes

Financial Hardship Policy Advertise with us The Mercury Punters
Geelong Advertiser odds.com.au
The Cairns Post racenet.com.au
Townsville Bulletin News24 Australia
The Chronicle Coupons
NT News
The Weekly Times
CODE Sports

ANOTE ABOUT RELEVANT CONTENT: We collect information about the content (including ads) you use across this site and use it to make both advertising and content more relevant to
you on our network and other sites. Find out more about our policy and your choices, including how to opt-out of targeted advertising based on your browsing behaviour on our
network.Sometimes our articles will try to help you find the right product at the right price. We may receive payment from third parties for publishing this content or when you make a
purchase through the links on our sites.

Nationwide News Pty Ltd © 2026. All times AEST (GMT +10). Powered by WordPress.com VIP Privacy policy Relevant ads opt-out Cookie policy Terms of use

READY SET Srer




